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BMHS Presented With Historic Preservation Award 

Good Purpose 

 On October 19, 2022 Baltzer Meyer Historical Society was awarded the 2022 Arthur St Clair Historic 
Preservation Award by the Westmoreland County Historical Society.  The award was presented at 
the annual awards dinner held at Rizzo’s Malibar Inn Banquet Hall.  The award is presented annu-
ally to individuals, organizations, businesses or educational institutions that have made a significant 
and sustainable contribution to the preservation of our historic places, documents, records or stories, 
and by doing so, are keeping alive Westmoreland County’s rich history & heritage for future genera-
tions. 

We are pleased to be recognized and appreciate the award.  Those at Baltzer Meyer Historical Soci-
ety have worked hard to preserve the 1884 Old Zion Lutheran Church and the 1881 Harrold School 
#8.  We have also preserved the history of the area and its people.  We have saved many artifacts 
from this area and have an extensive photographic collection.   
 

If you haven’t seen the many items on display, please come to the November or December meeting. 
 
 

Photo above  Becky Plischke and Tom Harrold 

Left:  Program 

Bottom:   Lisa Hays  Executive Director, WCHS, Tom and Becky 
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Getting To Know Us 
We saved the youngest couple for the last.  Who would have ever thought BMHS would 
bring two young adults together?   

 

Lydia Myers is an autistic support paraprofessional at Norwin 
High School. She graduated with a B.S. in Education from the 
University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg in the spring of 2021. 
Thanks to her amazing parents, Rob and Lori Myers, Lydia has 
been a part of the society for all 23 years of her life.  (Lori’s note 
here, Lydia will be taking over the reins of the newsletter starting 
with the next one. Thank you Lydia!) 

Marcus Greenberg works at the Greensburg Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore. Marcus has volunteered with the Greensburg Civic 
Theatre (GCT) for four years behind the scenes as prop manager 
and stage manager, and he sits on the board of GCT as well as 
here at Baltzer Meyer. 

 

Lydia and Marcus met in 2018 at the Baltzer Meyer Historical So-

ciety Planning Committee meeting. Over the years, Marcus and 

Lydia would work together on the annual BMHS Christmas pro-

gram – Christmas 

1955, Christmas 

1975, and the up-

coming Christmas 

Trivia Program. 

 It’s an unconven-

tional yet charming 

love story, and 

they’re to be mar-

ried in the Harrold 

No.8 Schoolhouse 

in October 2023. 

The trivia questions this time around are previews of this years Christmas Party! 

     (The party will have multiple choice questions!  Come join us in the fun!) 

 

1. Who invented the first electric Christmas lights?  

2. What holiday-named Australian territory is located in the Indian Ocean?  

3. In Finland, what does Santa ride instead of a reindeer-pulled sleigh?  

4. In “The Muppet Christmas Carol”, who played Scrooge?  
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Executive Board 

Tom Harrold President 

Nick Kayhart Vice President 

  (Maintenance Chairman,     

       Digitizing,  Planning) 

Becky Plischke Treasurer 

  (Museum, Ascensions,  

     Nominating, Planning) 

Secretary:  Vacant 

Board  

Marcus Greenberg  

Jan Kayhart (Planning) 

Rae Kayhart (Planning) 

John Klein  (Membership,  

   Technology, Nominating,   

       Digitizing) 

Lori Myers  (Publishing,  

   Genealogy Librarian 

       Newsletter) 

Lydia Myers (Planning,  

   Newsletter  Editor, ) 

Delver Smith (Digitizing) 

 

Contact us: 

642 Baltzer Meyer Pike 

Greensburg,  PA 15601 

 724-836-6915 

info@baltzermeyer.com 

 

Visit us on the Web! 

baltzermeyer.com 
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We are in desperate need of the following items: 

 A good vacuum cleaner (ours is over 30 years old it’s not working well at all.) 

 Books of Forever Stamps 

 Toilet Paper and Paper Towels 

 Disinfecting cleaners 

 Lowe’s, Home Depot or Staples Gift Cards 

Can  

You  

Help  

Us? 

As we send out our last newsletter of 2022, I would like to take a few moments to 
reflect on the highlights of the past year and look ahead to the future. We started 
off the year receiving generous donations from both our Go Fund Me and Face-

book’s Giving Tuesday, for a total of $2,200. We also received a donation of $1,000 from The Tuscano Agency to be used for 
making technological upgrades within our society. I would also like to thank our volunteers from Seton Hill University for helping 
with our ongoing library reset. 

We opened 2022 by hosting the Westmoreland Chamber of Commerce. More than 40 members were our guests, and 
we hosted tours of both of our buildings. In the same month, we also hosted Westmoreland Heritage, a group of local historical 
and cultural nonprofits that meet every four months within the county. This meeting was a great success, and it helped us to 
display our collections to like-minded groups in the county. In April, we held our annual Open House event. Eagle-eyed readers 
may have seen coverage of this in the local paper, The Tribune Review. In June, author Brian Butko gave a lovely presentation 
on the history of Isaly’s stores. August saw our annual Ancestry Day event. We opened our library for free research and pro-
vided tours of our sanctuary and schoolhouse. In September, the Northern Appalachian Paranormal Society (NAPS) held a 
fundraiser event in our hall. If you missed out on this opportunity, NAPS plans to host another event like this in the spring of 
2023. In October, board member Rae Kayhart held a fascinating presentation regarding Victorian mourning traditions. We plan 
to close out the year in December with a Christmas Trivia event led by board members Lydia Myers and Marcus Greenberg. 

Aside from our monthly events, we have also held weekly digitizing meetings, weekly work party days, and monthly 
board meetings. Our library is open every first and third Saturday of each month from April through December or by appoint-
ment. To make an appointment, contact our librarian, Lori Myers. We also keep busy by partnering with other nonprofit organi-
zations. Westmoreland County and Hempfield Township are celebrating their 250th anniversary in 2023, and I am on both offi-
cial committees to help plan the township and county-wide presentations and festivities. Our schoolhouse continues to be a 
historical field trip experience for the third graders of Hempfield School District, and we look forward to next year’s group of stu-
dents! 

We recently posted plans to renovate the center, which will include a large community room for rental events, a new 
location in the building for the library, and the start of the Plischke Memorial Museum, which will tell the stories of for-
mer citizens of the county. The plans and pictures of these proposed renovations can be found on our 
Facebook page. 

As you can see, 2023 will be a busy year. I am looking forward to the new things that the new year will 
bring, and I hope that you are too. 

 

We would like to extend our thank you to Missy Greenberg  for 
serving as Secretary for BMHS the past three years.  Her service 
to us has been invaluable and we wish her the best as she leaves 
us.  We will miss you! 

Tom’s Talk  Tom Harrold, President 
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Submitted by Delver Smith 

I named my previous article “Scanning for Facts”, but I realize that searching for people might serve better. 
Since I wrote that article last June, I have been calling and visiting libraries and museums, reading historical 
documents and books, gaining insights about the much-traveled land which we call Westmoreland County.  

As I write this on the first day of standard time, not only a change in when sunlight greets us, but also a dra-
matic change to the trees as most of the leaves are now down (and in many of our neighbors’ cases, gone 
from the area). Trees holding translucent jewels of light now are bare, and we are done with the mowing and 
raking until next fall when it all begins again. That is why I fall is my favorite season, even though winter is 
coming.  

I have questions now again about the early settlers of these parts, particularly what is now the Fort Allen area, 
including the land that was named “Good Purpose”, and the early schools of the land west of Greensburg yet 
not ignoring the settlers at Hannastown and east. 

Most of my sources tell me that, prior to 1763, the settlers to this area would have been illegally squatting on 
the land, and that the army could burn their cabins down and chase them out, which happened farther east of 
here.  

Indigenous people who fished and hunted here, at first tolerated the folks who settled here until various prom-
ises were broken or bad bargains were made with them (Look up the “Walking Treaty” for an example of the 
type of “deals” experience taught them concerning our trading.  

I am not interested in taking sides now, not in beating my chest about the way our ancestors treated those 
who roamed this land first. I see my goal now in learning about the people who settled here before and after 
the Battle of Busy Run, the people who were here before the soldiers were granted permission to own land in 
this area.  

Librarians and the Westmoreland County Courthouse have been helpful to me in this search. Thanks to all 
the people who have gone out of their way to teach me some of what they know. Chris at the Greensburg-
Hempfield Library connected me with Gerry at the Recorder of Deeds office who helped me find the Good 
Purpose site on the map. I spent over an hour there also with Mike G, and I was saved much time as they 
helped me find what I needed there. I purchased valuable copies of the land grants near the Baltzer Meyer 
Historical Society, once a Lutheran church, and I was able to find names of some of the early settlers who 
were given permission to be here.  

Shirley, in the Pennsylvania Room at the Ligonier Public Library, taught me several important dates concern-
ing treaties, and important events which occurred on the western side of the Allegheny Mountains. Not only 
did she spend time during our phone conversation (I took notes), but she also  told me which libraries in the 
country hold the records that might provide the names of soldiers who were given land here following the bat-
tle of Bushy Run. I plan to follow up, perhaps traveling to Bedford, and Ann Arbor, Michigan. Other useful 
sources reside in Quebec (the British archives) and in California, although I do not plan to visit here anytime 
soon.  

As usual, I hope that some readers or patrons of the historical societies of the area will share information 
about the early settlers who risked it all to put down roots here.  

My e-mail address is DelSmith@BaltzerMeyer.com 

Searching For People 

mailto:DelSmith@BaltzerMeyer.com
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TRIVIA ANSWERS: 

1   Thomas Edison   2   Christmas Island  3   Goat  4   Michael Caine  
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Cooking Corner  Summertime! 
Once again, Rae tempts you with some wonderful 

fall offerings 

Recipe from Mediterra cafe                  Pumpkin Cookies              Yields 36  

Stuffed Acorn Squash  

2 ½ cups AP flour       
1 tsp baking powder     
1 tsp baking soda 
2 tsp ground cinnamon 
½ tsp ground nutmeg 
½ tsp ground cloves 
½ tsp salt 
½ cup butter, softened 
1 ½ cups white sugar 
1 cup canned pumpkin puree 
1 egg 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
2 cups confectioners' sugar 
 
For  frosting 

1/4 cup butter 
8 oz cream cheese 
1 to 2 cups powdered sugar 
1/2 tbsp vanilla extract 
 
For  glaze 
 3 tbsp milk 

1 tbsp melted butter 
1 tsp vanilla extract 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine flour, baking powder, bak-
ing soda, cinnamon, nutmeg, ground cloves, and salt. Set aside. 
 
 In a medium bowl, cream together the 1/2 cup of butter and white 
sugar. Add pumpkin, egg, and 1 teaspoon vanilla to butter mix-
ture, and beat until creamy. Mix in dry ingredients. Drop on cookie 
sheet by tablespoonfuls; flatten slightly. 
 
Bake for 15 to 20 minutes in the preheated oven. Let cookies 
cool. Glaze and then frost. 
 
Glaze:   using a mixer, mix ingredients until smooth.  Apply glaze 
to room-temperature cookies. Allow glaze time to set before frost-
ing.  
 
Frosting:  While cooling, blend frosting ingredients with a mixer 
until fluffy. In a bowl, use a whisk to blend glaze ingredients, add-
ing a bit of extra milk to loosen it if needed.  
 
 

3 small acorn squash  3 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil, divided 
Kosher salt   Freshly ground black pepper 
1 c. cooked wild rice   2 c. plus 2 tablespoons apple cider, divided 
2 sprigs fresh thyme  1/2 lb. sweet Italian sausage 
1/2 yellow onion, chopped 2 stalks celery, chopped 
2 cloves garlic, minced   1 tbsp. fresh thyme, chopped 
1 bunch lacinato kale, stems removed and chopped 
 

 Preheat oven to 400°. Cut each end off squash and halve.  

 Use a spoon to remove seeds and brush all over with 2 tablespoons olive oil. Season with 
salt and pepper and roast until tender, 30-35 minutes.  

 Meanwhile, make rice: in a medium sauce pan, combine rice with cider and water, and thyme sprigs. Bring to a sim-
mer and cook. Remove thyme sprigs. 

 Meanwhile, make filling: in a large skillet over medium heat, heat remaining oil. Add sausage and cook, breaking up 
with a wooden spoon and stirring occasionally until golden and cooked through, 5 minutes. Remove sausage with a 
slotted spoon onto a paper-towel lined plate. 

 Drain most fat from the skillet, reserving about 1 tablespoon for cooking. Add onion and celery and cook until soft, 6 
minutes. Season with salt and pepper. Add garlic and chopped thyme and cook until fragrant, 1 minute more. 

 Add kale and cook, stirring frequently. Add remaining 2 tablespoons cider after 4 minutes of cooking, then cook 4 
minutes more, or until kale is tender. 

 Add cooked rice and sausage to skillet with vegetables and stir to combine. Taste and adjust seasoning as needed. 
Divide mixture among the 6 squash halves. Switch oven to broil and broil until tops are golden and filling is warmed, 
2 to 3 minutes 


