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Scanning for Facts
Submitted by Delver Smith, Digitizing Committee
Chairperson

As our digitizing crew has been scanning and storing pictures and articles, I start asking questions
about things I thought that I already knew concerning where I grew up: Westmoreland County.
The information and images being scanned, sorted, identified when possible, and filed into ever
increasing virtual folders teases me that I really
know very little.
Several nearby churches are preparing to celebrate their 250th anniversary on the land that was
set aside by some early residents for “good purpose”, thus the large number of churches, schools,
and cemeteries here.
I have noticed that many landmarks have changed
or disappeared. Mainstreet Greensburg looks
something like what I remember from when I was
young: many of the churches and schools are still
there, the courthouse now takes more than a city
block, and portions of the city have universities in
and around it.
So, I have questions concerning our county and
our origins that these booklets and pamphlets,
book excerpts and photographs from a century
and more ago, questions that challenge my assumptions about Westmoreland County and
“facts” that I thought that I knew about it. I would
like to ask for your help.
What sources have you used to learn the story of
Westmoreland County or your section of it? I ask
you to examine your sources. What have you used
to explain how and when this part of Pennsylvania
developed until we now have (I think) a nice place
to live?
I am looking for facts, just facts that can be backed
up with authentic images or texts to help us. I’ll go
first to make some claims from sources we have
been scanning:
1. Where was Fort Allen?
2. Who was Balthasar Meyer?
3. Was the first Westmoreland County school in
Hempfield Township?

4. Was there a school of sorts where the G.C.Murphy store
(Main and Second Street corner) used to be?
5. What language was spoken in Westmoreland County prior
to 1850?
The first question comes from a drawing made by a former
resident who grew up in the area and hunted as a child on the
land that later became the housing development known as
Fort Allen.
The 1954 Star of The West: A Century of Educational Progress
reports that Balthasar Meyer was the first area teacher who
also functioned as a religious guide before ordained ministers
came to stay in the area.
Reverend William F. Ulery stated that the first school was located in “The Harrold or Old Zion settlement about three miles
west of Greensburg.”
A second school started by Balthasar Meyer sat on Main Street
in Greensburg, where G.C.Murphy 5 & 10 used to be.
German was the primary language spoken in this area until
about 1850.
The final four answers come from the same edition of The Star
of The West, the 100 year anniversary edition in 1954.
Do you have sources which counter or support these claims? I
would like to hear from you about them.
You can e-mail me at DSmith@BaltzerMeyer.com.
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Getting To Know Us

Executive Board
Tom Harrold President
Nick Kayhart Vice President
Becky Plischke Treasurer
Missy Greenberg Secretary
Board
Marcus Greenberg
Jan Kayhart
Rae Kayhart
John Klein
Lori Myers (publishing chair)
Lydia Myers
Delver Smith
Contact us:
642 Baltzer Meyer Pike
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-836-6915
info@baltzermeyer.com
Visit us on the Web!

Our current Treasurer, Becky Plischke is a retired elementary teacher from
the Greater Latrobe School District. She graduated from Edinboro State College with a minor in Social Studies. Becky has an M.Ed. from Indiana University of PA.
She participated in the archeological dig at Fort Hannastown. Becky also belongs to the historical societies of Armstrong Co, Centre Co, Dauphin Co,
Indiana Co, Jefferson Co, Lehigh Valley, and Mifflin Co.
Becky and her late husband John were very involved in their family genealogies. They researched in all those counties, as
well as others across the state.
Becky and John were avid supporters of Baltzer
Meyer Historical Society. They donated numerous books for the library. Many of their family
heirlooms and portraits were donated to the
Society. They provided the equipment for the
Publishing Department and the Digitization
Center. Their vision and support in
creating a Museum will benefit the community.
She has been Chair of the Accessions Department since 2013. Becky has recorded and labeled all the items donated to the Society since
then and has gone back and done the same for
many of the items donated prior to 2013.

baltzermeyer.com

Upcoming Events
Entire month of August

Free research in the
BMHS Library

TRIVIA:
How many townships does Westmoreland County have? Can you
name them?
Where was the original county
seat of Westmoreland County?
In 1936 the NFL declared what
Westmoreland County City the
birthplace of professional football?

Aug 21 12-4 pm

Ancestry Day

Aug 27 6pm to ?
Watch our FB page and
website for more info!

Paranormal Event with NAPS
Northern Appalachian Paranormal Society

Sept 18 2-4 pm
Mourning & Death Rituals of the
Rae Kayhart guest speaker Victorians
Oct 16

2 4 pm

Nov. 20 2-4 pm

To be announced

Dec 18 2-4 pm

Christmas Event

Answers on pg. 4
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What Can We Do To Help BMHS

You can also designate us as your charity of choice
through https://smile.amazon.com/ I’m sure you’re
asking what that is? Hopefully the explanation from the
website is enough to convince you that it’s one of the
easiest ways to help us.

Submitted by Lori Myers,
Newsletter editor

Recently, our mailbox took a
hit and we had to have it replaced, Bob Wentzel stepped
up and built and donated a
replacement. We’d like to
extend our deepest appreciation for his time, effort and
skills!

There are a few different steps though. Go to
https://smile.amazon.com and designate us as
your charity of choice. Follow the steps. Hopefully
this explanation from the website is enough to convince
you that it’s one of the easiest ways to help a help us
and shop deals at the same time!

We’ve had several people ask
us how they can help. For
those close by, we are in desperate need of volunteers. If you can help in the library
on a Saturday for a few hours Lori would love help cataloging the books or helping with the genealogy queries.
Would you like to learn how to print and bind our
books? We can show you how to do that. Do you
have a flair for setting up exhibits? We have an active
digitizing committee if preserving photos is something
you’d like to help with. If you can’t give us physical support, donations of cleaning supplies (bathroom cleaners
kitchen cleaner, garbage bags (contractor or 33 gallon
lawn and leaf bags), toilet paper, paper towels, are all
ideal things that will help us!

What is AmazonSmile? - AmazonSmile is a simple
way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web
browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping
app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop with
AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will
donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable
organization of your choice. You can choose from over
one million organizations to support.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on
AmazonSmile? Yes, you use the same account on
Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart,
Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account
settings are also the same.

For those out of the area, gift cards would be a wonderful way to help us. Staples, Walmart, Home Depot,
Lowe’s cards are all greatly appreciated. A number of
our books need to be retyped and re-indexed to make
them sharper and more readable. If you have a computer and are able to input data into a sheet, we’d love to
have your help! (Lori will even give you a book of your
choice if you can help her out by doing this! Contact her
Lmyers@BaltzerMeyer.com)

How do I select a charitable organization to support with AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from your future eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
We will remember your selected charity whenever you
shop at smile.amazon.com or with AmazonSmile activated in the Amazon Shopping app, and then every eligible
purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a
donation for your selected charity. AmazonSmile will
occasionally contact you about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen charity or about the program.

You can give us a direct donation at our website,
BaltzerMeyer.com/join. At the bottom of the page is a
donate button that takes you to paypal.
Later on this year we will be sending out our annual
bake-less bake sale fundraiser, we hope you will take the
time to send in a donation. (Remember, we are a
5019(c)3, so any donation is tax deductible!)
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Tom’s Talk

Tom Harrold, President

Well here we are past the halfway point in the year 2022. For Baltzer Meyer it is another year with Covid 19 impeding
our progress. Our open house in April was a hit with the public but our other programs have seen poor turnouts. We
are trying to find guest speakers that will provide interesting and informative programs. We'd love to have your ideas
on what you would find interesting, give us a message on Facebook, shoot us an email (info@baltzermeyer.com) or
leave us a phone message!
The board has been a working board involved in every part of the operations of this group. Each and every one of our
board members and executive committee members have been pulled every which way to be able to get the jobs
done. Volunteers are the most precious resource, but we are in the same boat as many other small nonprofits, the
wonderful people that can give a few hours here and there are few and far between.
Our two buildings are in need of maintenance every year. Just for your information our main building has over 11,000
square feet to maintain and is 135 years old. That is equal to four homes that are 2750 square feet each. You can just
imagine what it cost to operate four homes of that size. With the cost of everything going up and the last couple years
of little to no income, we are in need of money to meet the on going cost increases. We do have plans to renovate
the building and this would help to make us self reliant as a nonprofit business. We will be posting the rendering drawings of the renovation on our web page.
I have been asked to join the 250 year Anniversary Committees for both Westmoreland County and Hempfield Township next year. We are planning next year programs to present some of the history of the last 250 years. But to pull
this off we need you. We need each and every one of you to come out and be part of this historical year.
We look forward to the next several months, meeting and greeting the public and showing them what a gem we have
in our society. I hate to sound like I’m singing the same tune, but none of our plans will be successful without your
help. Come out and see us, see how you can fit in with our plans. We simply cannot do this without your help.
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Answer: This is a rather misleading question as there are several boroughs not officially in a township! Westmoreland County contains six cities, 35 boroughs, three first class townships, 18 second class townships, and three home
rule municipalities. (Greensburg, Latrobe and Murrysville)
Answer :Hannah’s Town from 1773 to 1786. Hanna's Town was attacked and burned on July 13, 1782, by a raiding party
of Seneca and their British allies. The town never recovered and the county seat was moved to Greensburg in 1786.
Answer: The NFL for years upheld the idea that professional football got its start in Latrobe on Sept. 3, 1895, when John
Brallier was paid $10 and expenses to quarterback the Latrobe YMCA team in its 6-0 victory over Jeannette.
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Cooking Corner Summertime!
This time our board member, Rae, tempts you with
some raspberry recipes!

Raspberry Bundt Cake

Grilled Steak with Raspberry Sauce

For the Raspberry Lemon Bundt Cake
1 1/4 sticks Butter
1 1/4 cup White Sugar
3 Eggs
2 Lemons
2 cups Flour
1 1/5 tsp Baking Powder
1/2 tsp Baking Soda
1/2 tsp Salt
2/3 cup Milk
1 tsp Vanilla Extract
2 cups Raspberries frozen or fresh
For the Lemon Glaze
1 tbsp Unsalted Butter
1 cup Icing Sugar
1/4 cup Lemon Juice
1/2 tsp Vanilla Extract

INGREDIENTS
1 bottle red Zinfandel
2 c. raspberries
1 c. ketchup
3/4 c. seedless raspberry jam
3 tbsp. balsamic vinegar
1 tsp. sweet paprika
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon
salt
Freshly ground pepper
4 bone-in rib-eye steaks
DIRECTIONS
In a medium pot over medium-high heat, bring
wine to a boil. Lower heat and simmer until reduced by half, about 25 minutes. Add raspberries,
ketchup, jam, vinegar, paprika, and cinnamon;
simmer, stirring, for 20 minutes. Season with salt
and pepper; set aside.

INSTRUCTIONS
For the Bundt Cake
Preheat oven to 350°F / 180°C and thoroughly grease
your bundt pan.
Zest the two lemons, then juice them into a separate
bowl and set aside.
Cream the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy.
Add eggs and vanilla and mix until combined. Scrape
down the sides of your bowl.
Sift the flour into a bowl with the baking powder, baking
soda and salt.
Add half the flour to your batter and fold in.
Add the milk, lemon juice and lemon zest and mix until
completely combined.
Fold in the remaining flour.
Add your raspberries and mix them so they are evenly
dispersed throughout the batter.
Pour the batter into your well-greased bundt pan and
bake for 30-35 minutes or until a skewer inserted comes
out clean.
Remove from the oven and leave to sit in the bundt pan
for exactly 10 minutes before turning the cake out onto a
wire rack to cool. This is the optimum time I have found
for releasing bundt cakes successfully.
For the Lemon Glaze
Place all the ingredients for the glaze in a bowl and beat
until there are no lumps, then pour over the top of the
bundt cake.

Heat grill to medium-high. Season steaks with salt
and pepper. For medium-rare, grill for 6 minutes
per side. Brush steaks with sauce, flip, and grill for
2 minutes. Repeat on other side. Serve sliced,
drizzled with sauce.
Credit Country Living

Credit Bonni Bakery
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